
 
Christmas, 2017 
 
My dear friends, 
 
This Advent our sermons have focused on Gifts.  Deacon Diana started us out with a beautiful message 
on the gift of time.  As a good idea for three more Advent sermons was too good of a gift to pass up, I 
followed with the gift of Hope, the gift of Joy and the gift of Possibilities.  Gifts abound in our lives, 
sometimes they are obscured, hidden, or a mixed blessing, but they are there. 
 
The Christmas stories given to us in the bible are stories of wonder, miracles, and invitations and 
opportunities.  People—normal, average people play an important part in these stories.  Mary and 
Joseph were just two people from Nazareth.  Everyone in these stories is just plain normal—just like you 
and me.  They are given the opportunity to be a working, practical, functional part of the miracle of 
Christmas.  Not endowed with any outrageous gifts of strength, intellect or power, they are strikingly 
average people invited to participate in a miracle.   
 
We are celebrating the miracle of the birth of the Christ Child.  We are celebrating God with us, Christ 
our brother walking through our lives with us.  This is about giving and receiving the greatest gift that we 
will ever, could ever receive.  This is about receiving the gift of love and sharing it abundantly.  At 
Christmas time we give and receive gifts.  Big and small, expensive and dime-store, homemade and 
purchased, practical and impulsive.  We focus on exchanging gifts with each other.  Each wrapped up, 
under the tree kind of present is a reminder of the first and greatest gift of Christmas—the gift of love 
and finding that gift within ourselves. 
 
In the birth of Jesus we are reminded that we are each given gifts and asked to participate in the miracle 
that is our lives.  We are encouraged to find our own gifts of strength, courage, kindness, compassion, 
intellect, reason and ability.   We are called, encouraged and reminded to share these gifts as generously 
as they were given to us.   
 
As we celebrate Christmas at church and with our families and friends, with every gift we give or receive, 
we celebrate the gift of love and the invitation to be a part of a miracle.  We can’t wait for the miracle to 
happen around us.  Let us all accept the gift of invitation, seek the gifts that uniquely ours and share 
them as generously as God has shared them with us.   
 
 
God Bless you all and Merry Christmas! 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Mother Bonnie+ 
 


